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Departamento de Inglés
FOR and AGAINST Essays - Debate Essays: Writing more effectively and more easily
When you are asked to write a FOR and AGAINST Essay (also known as Debate Essay), you should be aware of a number of things which are usually required:
a. You MUST provide both FOR and AGAINST paragraphs to address the topic. It is not important if you have a clear negative or positive opinion on that issue. Ideas for and against it MUST be given.
b. There is a clear and widely used structure which you should aim to follow. The structure divides the essay in FOUR paragraphs: 1. Topic Introduction - 2. FOR paragraph - 3. AGAINST paragraph - 4. Conclusion. All four paragraphs MUST be clearly spaced from one another.
c. The really important paragraphs are Paragraph 2 and Paragraph 3. To a certain extent, you could create Model Paragraphs 1 and 4 and “almost always” use them interchangeably in any other FOR and AGAINST Essay.
d. Try to write very clear and logically-structured sentences and always lead the reader from the start of the paragraph towards the end of it.
In these pages we will only focus on Paragraphs 2 and 3. Paragraphs 1 and 4 will be dealt with later on.
Types of Model Sentences
Here you have a number of Model Sentences which you can use in order to improve your writing and develop a more logically connected chain of thought. They are divided into two groups. Group number One lists Standard Patterns, whereby you can easily explain your ideas. Group number Two contains Alternative Patterns with a view to adding some degree of variation. You can perfectly well use Sentences from both groups. This will help create a more sophisticated aspect in your essay and your ideas will undoubtedly be better expressed.
Group 1: Standard Patterns
1.1 Initial Expressions + Basic Sentence = First Idea + Complex Clause
1.2 Opinion Expressions + Basic Sentence = Second Idea + Complex Clause
1.3 Addition Expressions + Basic Sentence = Third Idea + Complex Clause
1.4 Conclusion Expressions + Basic Sentence = Last Idea + Complex Clause
Group 2: Alternative Patterns
2.1 Complex Clause + Basic Sentence = Idea
2.2 Rhetorical Question? + Answer Yes/No + Complex Clause
2.3 Contrasting Facts
2.4 Personal Experience => Past Tenses
2.5 Comparative Sentences
Steps towards creating Paragraphs 2 and 3
1. Brainstorm ideas for both FOR and AGAINST paragraphs
2. Make your ideas into Basic Sentences with the standard pattern: Subject + Verb + Complement
3. Choose one sentence type from Group 1 or from Group 2 and rearrange your Basic Sentence
4. Repeat Steps 2-3 until you have used all your ideas
Build-up of complexity: Example of Paragraph 2
Topic: Security Cameras in Schools
Step One (Brainstorm ideas)
-. Safe School Environment
-. Less Thefts
-. Relaxed Atmosphere
-. Good Behaviour
Step Two (Make your ideas into Basic Sentences)
-. Safe school environment 
=> The school environment will be safe
-. Less thefts


 => There will be less thefts
-. Relaxed atmosphere

 => Students can enjoy a relaxed atmosphere
-. Good behaviour 

=> Students´ behaviour will be better
Step Three (Choose one sentence type from Group 1 or from Group 2)
Group 1 => Option 1.1
-. First and foremost, the school environment will be safe since security cameras always watch
Group 1 => Option 1.3 + Group 2 => Option 2.4
-. Likewise, there will be less thefts. Someone once stole my calculator and security cameras can prevent this from happening again
Group 2 => Option 2.2
-. Do you like a relaxed atmosphere? Everyone really wants that because we can concentrate on our study
Group 1 => Option 1.4
Last but not least, students´ behaviour will be better
Step Four… and then do the same with the AGAINST paragraph
Steps towards creating Paragraphs 1 and 4
To write Paragraphs 1 and 4, the best advice is to build a MODEL paragraph, which could be re-used again and again for different other FOR and AGAINST Essays. You will have here some pieces of advice which will probably help you in this task. First things first, these are the steps which you can follow to make your Paragraph Number 1:
1. Use ALL the words which the Essay Topic gives you. That is a good way to minimise your chances of making mistakes.
2. Explain that the Topic is complicated, controversial or exhibits different aspects.
3. Express your will to offer both for and against sides.
4. Your textbook will surely give invaluable information about how to add special expressions to your essay. Use them to spice up, to perk up your otherwise plain writing.
What about Paragraph Number 4? These are some tips to write it:
1. Remind the reader of the controversial nature of the Topic given.
2. Now is the chance to say what your viewpoint is: here you can finally say if you agree or disagree with the Topic.
3. If possible, add further reasons to support your standpoint about the Topic.
4. Finally, bring your essay to an end. As in the pieces of advice for Paragraph Number 1, use the information which your textbook provides you with to improve your essay.
Examples of Paragraph Number 1 and Paragraph Number 4:
Topic: Security Cameras in Schools
Paragraph 1
(1) The topic of this essay is Security Cameras and the fact that Schools can use them. (2) This idea has both positive and negative sides to it. (4) On the one hand, (4) the truth is that quite a lot of people like this idea. (4) It can also be argued that they are not so good. (3) In this essay my aim will be to offer the good aspects which Security Cameras in Schools have. (4) Likewise, I will explain what I feel it is negative.
Paragraph 4
The controversial nature of Security Cameras in Schools is a fact. (4) As a rule, people will always express different views about it. (2) Now I would like to say that I am completely against Security Cameras in Schools. (4) Furthermore, (3) I also consider that these machines are a very expensive investment for a regular public school. (4) To conclude, I hope that my ideas have been well expressed.
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