Prefixes Suffixes   
A LIST OF THE MOST COMMON PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES IN ENGLISH
1.  Prefixes:
Prefixes do not generally alter the class of the word. That is, if you add a prefix to a noun, the new word will also be a noun.

PREFIX 

MEANING

ADDED TO

EXAMPLES
UN-


 the opposite of
adjectives

unfair







participles

unexpected

IN-


 the same as UN-
adjectives

insane

UN-


 to reverse action
verbs


untie/undo

MIS-


wrongly

verbs


mislay/mistake







participles

misleading

OUT-


do better than

verbs


outrun/outlive

OVER-


too much

verbs


overeat

UNDER-

too little

verbs


undercook

COUNTER- 

in opposition to
verbs


counter-attack







abstract nouns
counter-revolution

FORE-


before


verbs


foretell/foresee

RE-


again, back

verbs


rebuild/reset

2. Suffixes:
Unlike prefixes, suffixes frequently alter the class of the word; for example the adjective "kind", by the addition of the suffix "-ness", is changed into an abstract noun, "kindness".

SUFFIX
ADDED TO
TO FORM
MEANING

EXAMPLES
-ESS 

nouns

nouns 

female


waitress

-Y, -IE 

nouns 

nouns 

familiarity

daddy/auntie

-HOOD
nouns

abstr. n.
status


boyhood

-SHIP

nouns

abstr. n.
status


friendship

-FUL

count nouns 
count n. 
amount

mouthful/pocketful

-IST

nouns/adj.
n./adj.

member of

socialist/violinist

-ISM

n./adj.

abstr. n.
attitude

idealism

-ER/-OR
verbs

nouns

agentive

driver/actor

-ATION
verbs

collective n.
institution

organization

-ING

verbs

nouns

activity


driving

-NESS

adj.

abstr.n.
state


happiness

-EN

adjectives
verbs

causative

deafen/sadden

-LESS

nouns

adjectives
without


childless

-Y

nouns

adjectives 
like


creamy

-ISH

nouns

adjectives
being somewhat 
foolish/youngish

-OUS

nouns

adjectives
having that

courageous

-ABLE/IBLE
verbs 

adjectives
able/worthy

readable/edible

-ED

nouns 

adjectives
having


balconied

-LY

adj.

adverbs
in a manner

happily/strangely

-WARD(S)
adv./n.  
adverbs
manner/direction
backward(s)

