Present Perfect 
THE PRESENT PERFECT IN ENGLISH

a. Formation

The Present Perfect in English is formed with the auxiliary HAVE and the past participle of the main verb. If the verb is regular, then the past participle has the same form as the Simple Past. If it is irregular, then we have to learn the past participle by heart.


HAVE / HAS

+
Past Participle


HAVE /HAS NOT

+
Past Participle


HAVE/HAS


+
Subject
+
Past Participle?
b. Use

The Present Perfect can be used in four different occasions:

1. When we refer to an action which happened in the past. We are not doing it now, but we may repeat that action again in a future.

“Have you ever gone to France?”
“Yes. We have been there twice.”

If we think that we are not going to repeat that action, then we use the Simple Past.

When I was younger I liked travelling very much, but now I´m too old to travel

2. When we refer to an action which happened in the past recently. We still remember it; it is still present in our minds.

I have read the instructions for this washing machine but I can´t understand a single thing

3. If that action has very recently finished (a few seconds ago), then we use JUST with the Present Perfect.

“You look very tired”

“Yes, I´ve just carried those very heavy boxes”

In all the three uses above, the Present Perfect does not have an indication of time in the sentence.

4. If we want to say that an action began in the past, it still continues in the present and it will continue in the future, then we use the Present Perfect with either FOR or SINCE. We use FOR when we refer to the complete amount of time that the action is taking. We use SINCE when we are interested when the action began to happen.

John and Mary have gone out together for five years

John and Mary have gone out together since 1993

The Present Perfect Continuous (HAVE BEEN + GERUND) can be used in any of the four uses above, but with the idea of emphasizing the continuous aspect of the action. Sometimes, it can also imply that the action is not finished.


I´ve been reading this book
-
Not finished


I´ve read this book


-
Finished


Tom has just been running

Susan´s been applying for any jobs since she was fired

