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IES Las Lagunas
Departamento de Inglés
The World of Adverbs

Adverbs are special words. Indeed, they can be that incredible addition to a sentence which will be perked up by just one of those words. Write a simple sentence such as…
Mary went out of her poor house and went into the lonely street

This sentence has a meaning and when you read or hear it, this information will fill your head. However, imagine improving the overall idea of a girl (Mary) doing something (going out to the street) and also that image of some negative aspects (poor - lonely). Let´s try using Adverbs of Manner (they qualify the action of the Verb), to wit:
Mary went out of her poor house RESOLUTELY and went into the street LIGHTHEARTEDLY

Now, we know more: the action of going out is done with a STRONG DETERMINATION (resolutely) and the action of walking into the street is done with a CHEERFUL MOOD (lightheartedly). Well, this improvement could be carried out in a more detailed way: Adverbs of Degree (they modify the meaning of Adjectives, other Adverbs or even Verbs):
Mary went out of her VERY poor house and went into the TOTALLY lonely street

Now it is not a “poor house”. The Degree of “poorness” is greatly elevated to VERY. Likewise, it is not a “lonely street” anymore that we picture in our mind, but there are absolutely NO ONE there!!

Therefore, Adverbs of Manner, Degree and other types of Adverbs are our best friends. They offer us an invaluable help in order to create a more detailed picture of what is going on. Let us, then, study Adverbs and   handy ways to make the most out of them.
ADVERBS OF MANNER

The first group of Adverbs we will study is known as Adverbs of Manner. These words are generally added at the end of a sentence of, in any case, after the verb. They are used to clarify, describe, etc the action of the verb. They may not be used with adjectives, adverbs, etc, ONLY with verbs. Adverbs of Manner can be formed (although not always) by adding the suffix -LY to an Adjective:


-. Easy + -ly

=> Easily (note the change of “y” to “i” before adding -LY)


-. Quick + -ly

=> Quickly


-. Reluctant + -ly

=> Reluctantly


-. Logical + -ly

=> Logically
Here is a list with some common Adverbs of Manner:
Angrily - Anxiously - Beautifully - Bravely - Calmly - Carefully - Carelessly - Cheerfully - Correctly - Courageously - Deliberately - Eagerly - Easily - Enthusiastically - Eventually - Fiercely - Foolishly - Frankly - Gently - Happily - Honestly - Hurriedly - Innocently - Kindly - Lazily - Madly - Noisily - Patiently - Poorly - Quickly - Repeatedly - Sadly Seriously - Shyly - Silently - Slowly - Thoughtfully - Violently - Weakly - Wisely
ADVERBS OF DEGREE

This group of Adverbs is, by far, the handiest group of all. This is so inasmuch as Adverbs of Degree can be used with a broad range of words: Adjectives, Adverbs, Verbs. The position which they take is front position. That is, they are placed before the word which they modify. Adverbs of Degree imply a 0% - 100% scale. That is to say, the quality denoted by the Adjective, for instance, is measured from not having, or almost not having that quality (barely, scarcely, slightly, somewhat…) to having it in the highest measure or almost so (completely, totally, almost, very…).  
Here is a list with some common Adverbs of Degree:
Absolutely - Awfully - Barely - Completely - Entirely - Extremely - Fairly - Fully - Greatly - Incredibly - Intensely - Just - Nearly - Practically - Quite - Really - Scarcely - Somewhat - Thoroughly - Totally - Utterly - Well
OTHER TYPES OF ADVERBS

Together with the former two most important types of Adverbs, there are some other categories of Adverbs worth mentioning. Among them we can note the following:
1. Adverbs of Frequency

These words are mostly used with Verbs in Simple Tenses (the Simple Present Tense especially). They are placed right before the main verb, unless this verb is BE, when they must be positioned after the verb:
Susan USUALLY explains the exercises to her little brother
Susan is ALWAYS in her house before nine o´clock p.m.

It does not matter if the Verb is in a negative sentence because the Adverb of Frequency always sticks to its Verb:
Susan does not OFTEN arrive late at school
Susan OFTEN does not arrive late at school
The list of Adverbs of Frequency is quite self-contained in comparison with Manner or Degree:
Always - Usually - Normally - Often - Occasionally - Sometimes - Hardly ever - Never

As seen before, as an example of the usefulness of Adverbs of Degree, these can be used to further detail the “frequency”. Take these examples into mind:
Susan OFTEN has pizza for lunch on Sundays
Susan QUITE OFTEN has pizza for lunch on Sundays
2. Adverbs of Comment or Viewpoint Adverbs

These words almost always take front position in a sentence. The idea is to modify or qualify the whole of the sentence, instead of just one word. More often than not, the structure is:
Adverb of Comment + “,” + sentence
LUCKILY, everything went out well
INCREDIBLY, no one got hurt in that accident
Here you have a common list of these Adverbs:
Bravely - Certainly - Clearly - Cleverly - Fortunately - Kindly - Luckily - Obviously - Personally - Presumably - Seriously - Theoretically - Truthfully - Undoubtedly - Unbelievably - Unfortunately

Now it is high time to get sprinkling these adverbs upon your sentences. Use liberally and do not hesitate to resort to them in case you would like your sentences to have a more “professional” look. Good Luck!!
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